STOCKTON  RUhAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December , 1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stockton  Rural  district  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  A  piped  water  supply  was  laid  to  both  Elwick  and 
DaltonTiercy  giving  the  people  an  ample  supply  pf  wholesome  water. 
Before  the  laying  of  these  mains  the  only  source  of  supply  at  both 
of  these  villages  was  from  wells  which  were  polluted, 

A  new  main  was  laid  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  from 
Merrington  Bridge,  Bishopton,  down  to  Whinney  Hill,  to  provide  a 
more  adequate  supply  of  water,  as  the  draw  off  from  the  36“  main  by 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd,,  Billingham,  seriously  affected 
the  supply  to  the  houses  there. 

With  few  exceptions  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by 
the  Tees  Valley  'Water  Board  and  the  Hartlepool  Gas  &  Water  Co.,  and 
these  supplies  have  been  of  good  quality. 

DRAINS  &  SEWERS.  Generally  these  have  been  satisfactory  throughout 
the  district.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  rainfall  the  sewers  in  all 
parts  of  the  district  hadto  be  flushed  at  the  back-end  of  the  year. 

New  sewers  were  constructed  in  the  parishes  of  Whitton  and 
Carlton,  necessary  to  take  in  the  drainage  from  the  hew  housing 
estates . 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS.  The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Carlton,  Still- 
ington,  and  Newton  Bewley  have  worked  satisfactorily,  and  as  reported 
in  my  Annual  Report  ending  31st  December,  1947,  “schemes  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  now  Sewage  Works  at  Greatham, 
Longnewton,  Elwick,  Thorpe  Thewles,  Whitton  and  Hart,  the  necessary 
authority  for  proceeding  with  the  work  has  not  yet  been  received: “ 

this  still  applies. 

» 

Septic  tanks  were  constructed  atHart  and  Elwick  to  receive 
the  sewage  from  the  new  Council  houses  which  had  been  constructed 
and  occupied,  but  nevertheless  the  position  remains  serious  and 
constant  attention  must  be  given  to  the  tanks  and  to  the  water  courses. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  In  this  area  the  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  own  employees  inall  the  parishes  excepting  part  of 
Greatham  and  Carlton,  which  is  done  by  private  contractors.  Great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  efficient  service,  owing  to 
the  vehicle  breaking  down  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  spare  parts. 

After  a  wait  of  approximately  two  years  a  now  wagon  has  now  been  obtained 
and  a  great  improvement  in  this  public  service  has  already  been  shown. 

CAMP  SITES. 

Number  of  sites  which  were  used  for  camping  purposes  during  1947  ...  1 


Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been 
issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  269  of 

the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . .  5 

Estimated  number  of  campers  resident  in  the  area  during  summer 

season . 25 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


Number  of  Council  houses  infested  .  Nil. 

Number  of  other  houses  infested  .  8. 

Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  .  8. 

BUI  I  DING/ 


BUILDING 


Dating  the-  year  61  permanent  houses  have  been  built  by  the 
Local  Autnority  as  follows?-  Elwick  12,  Egglescliffe  24;  Hart  9, 
Longnewton  16 *  Private  builders  have  completed  15  houses  on  licence 
Adaptations  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  the  huts  on  the 
various  military  camps,  and  115  of  these  are  now  in  occupation. 


I  am,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.w.T.  BROWN, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor, 


Cromer  Lodge, 

Stockton,  21st  June,  1949. 


Oakland  House, 
Victoria  Road, 

West  Hartlepool. 

24th  May,  194-9. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  and 
vital  statistics  of  your  area,  for  the  rear  ende-d  Slat  December',  1948, 

\  v-- . . / 

Estimated  population  of  your  district  -  7,34(7>»^_ 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 
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Illegitimate 


Still  Births  Legitimate 
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-  CAUSES  OF  DEATH' 

Diphtheria  . . . . 

Tuberculosis  of  resp,  sys .  .. 
Cancer  of  Stomach  &  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast  ............ 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 
Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Diseases  .............. 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  sys. 

Bronchitis  . . . 

Pneumonia . . . . 

Other  resp.  diseases  ........ 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

Appendicitis  . . . 

Nephritis  . . . . 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...... 

Other  violent  causes  ........ 

All  other  causes  . . 


0  0*0 


Total 


Males 


1 

1 

3 

5 

26 

2 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

2 
1 
6 

53 


Females 


2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 

5 

31 


Death  Rate  11.4  per  1,000 

A  death  rate  of  11.4  per  1,000  compares  with 
10,8  for  England  and  Wales. 
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DISEASE 

Notified. 

to  hospital. 

Deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever . .  ,  . 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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Total  175 


172  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  this  year,  compared 
with  81  last  year.  The  increase  -is.  aim, os t  entirely  due  to  one  disease 
-  measLes  -  which  reached  epidemic  propprtions  In- May  and  June.  The 
cases  were  fortunately  all  of  a  mild  typo,  and  not  one  depth  was 
recorded.  It  is  to  he  noted  that  .there  were  no'  'deaths  from  pneumonia 
in  the  age  groups  which  are  most  affectqd  by  measles.  .  , 

luring  the  year  25  children  were . immunised  -  there  were  41 
immunised  the  previous  year.  , 

There  were  two  cases  of  diphtheria.  Neither  had  boon  protected  by 
immunisation.  Both  cases'  were  treated  .in  hospital  and  both  recovered 

Fever  Hospital  Arrangements  Cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted 
"the  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital  and  Stockton  Isolation 
Hospital.  Middlesbrough  Corporation  have  agreed  to  admit  to  their 
Smallpox  Hospital  such  caaos  as  may  require  admission.  Tuberculosis, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  Treatment  Centres  are  administered  by 
the  County  Council 


~  3  - 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  home  A  district  nurse  is  stationed  at 
Groatham,  She  ministers  t  o  an  area  stretching  from  Wolviston  to 
Graythorp0  She  is  employed  by  a  voluntary  Nursing  Association,  which 
is  helped  financially  by  the  County  Council.  A  similar  body  maintains 
a  nurse  at  Hart.  Her  area  comprises  Elwick,  Stotfold,  Dolton  Piercy 
and  Hart. 

Midwives .  Both  the  nurses  are  certified  midwives,  and  they  are  the  only 
midwives  in  the  district. 

Laboratory  Facilities. ,  Pathological  specimens  are  examined  by  and 
reported  on  by  the  Staff  of  the  Armstrong  College  of  Medicine,  However 
since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  July,  examinations 
can  now  be  carried  out  more  conveniently  in  the  several  pathological 
laboratories  recently  set  up  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  Facilities  Apart  from  Fever  cases,  these  have  not  been  too 
satisfactory"  until  "the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  improved  facilities 
have  been  provided  by  the  Durham  County  Council.  They  have  very 
convenient  depots  at  Stockton  and  West  Hartlepool  from  which  an 
ambulance  is  readily  available  on  reasonable  demand  by  responsible 
persons . 


Water  Supply  and  Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation, 

Public  Cleansing,  Camping  Sites, 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Housing, 

are  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  MATHER. 

M.B.  Ch.B. ( Aberd. ) 

D. P, H.  ( Can  tab. ) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


